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Maggie’s House/TLP
OVERVIEW
Maggie’s House is a transitional living program in Kyle, South
Dakota for youth ages 17-21. Focused on independent living skill
development, Maggie’s house provides a broad range of services
to homeless/runaway youth, youth aging out of foster care, and
youth experiencing abuse.
We also provide training and technical assistance to agencies in
culturally relevant youth program development, trauma informed
care and human trafficking awareness, juvenile justice diversion in
the Great Plains Region.
Maggie’s House is a current partner with the NADC organization
in Bismarck to address the disproportionate contact with minority
youth in the juvenile justice system; Call to Freedom in Sioux Falls
for Tribal Human Trafficking; Safe Homes Coalition of the Pine
Ridge reservation for homeless prevention and street outreach;
Sisseton Sioux Tribe and the development of youth shelters;
Bismarck Youth Human Trafficking Task Force.
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MAGGIE’S HOUSE

An independent
nonprofit
organization
dedicated to
improving the lives
of youth in crisis.

What is Human Trafficking?
SEX TRAFFICKING
•

The recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision,
or obtaining of a person for the purposes of a
commercial sex act.

•

The commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or
coercion.

•

The person involved in the sex act is under 18.

•

Sex industries include prostitution, pornography, sex
tourism, and forced marriage.

LABOR TRAFFICKING
•

The recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision,
or obtaining of a person for labor or services, through
the use of force, fraud, or coercion.

•

The person is subject to involuntary servitude,
peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.

3 | Prepared by Maggie’s House/TLP

HUMAN TRAFFICKING IS

A crime that
involves the
exploitation of a
person for the
purpose of
compelled labor or
a commercial sex
act.

Overview
HUMAN and CHILD SEX TRAFFICKING IN
INDIAN COUNTRY

Child sex trafficking is a form of child abuse that occurs
when a child under 18 is advertised, solicited or
exploited through a commercial sex act. A commercial sex
act is any sex act where something of value – such as money,
drugs or a place to stay – is given to or received by any
person for sexual activity.
While any child can be targeted by a trafficker, research, data
and survivor lived experience and expertise have revealed
traffickers and buyers often target youth who lack strong
support networks, have experienced violence in the past, are
experiencing homelessness, or are marginalized by
society. Traffickers are masters of manipulation and prey
upon vulnerabilities using psychological pressure and
intimidation to control and sexually exploit the child for their
benefit. The issue of child sex trafficking is
complex. Understanding the various forms of child sex
trafficking and indicators can create opportunities for
prevention, identification and response.
-National Center for Missing and Exploited Children

Types of Trafficking
With specifics to tribal child sex trafficking:
Familial-Controlled Trafficking
Child is trafficked by a relative, male or female, who trade or sell the youth at parties, border
motels, in their homes.
Child is trafficked by a person who is perceived by the child to be a family member such as
individuals referred to as “auntie” or “uncle” but are not directly related to the child.
Foster families can also engage in child sex trafficking with multiple placements. Foster homes and
shelters for older youth are in short supply or nonexistent and many times our youth who are close
to aging out often turn to survival sex or trafficking for shelter.

Types of Trafficking
Gang-Controlled Trafficking

Buyer-Perpetrated Trafficking

Child is trafficked by a member of a gang or a
relative who is a member of a gang. Gangs
leverage their organizational structure,
violence, and local, national and
international networks to instill fear and loyalty
in the child victim. Typically, the drug culture
and sex trafficking go hand in hand on our
reservations. Increased use of meth, fentanol
and heroin are contributing to the familial
trafficking and possibly MMIW/P.

Child is being trafficked but does not have an
identified trafficker. Instead, the buyer is
directly exploiting the child’s vulnerabilities by
offering money, food, and/or shelter in
exchange for the sexual
exploitation. Powwow’s, Sturgis Bike Rally,
Pheasant Hunting season are typical local sites
we see a high increase in youth trafficking.
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Risk Factors
Understanding common risk factors helps identify opportunities to proactively intervene in an effort to prevent child sex trafficking. We’ve
organized these factors into three categories. The list below is not exhaustive and many factors may be interconnected.
Societal & Environmental

Racism
Bullying
Lack of resources
Involvement in child welfare or juvenile justice systems
Gang activity
Sexism
Xenophobia
Family

Inter-generational sexual abuse
Lack of acceptance of gender identity or sexual orientation
Housing instability/homelessness
Immigration status
Adverse childhood experiences:
•
•
•
•
•

Domestic violence
Household substance abuse
Physical/emotional neglect or abuse
Sexual abuse
Families with untreated mental health issues
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INDICATORS:
~Survivors of child sex trafficking often are unable to self-identify as victims or disclose their abuse because of
fear, shame or loyalty to their abuser(s). It is not a child’s responsibility to ask for help. It is up to professionals
and trusted adults in the child’s life to recognize the signs associated with child sex trafficking.
~Red flags or indicators should not be considered a checklist or an assessment tool. Rather, if observed they
may be an opportunity to ask more questions or connect the child to resources for prevention or intervention.
Physical Indicators
Signs of sexual or physical abuse
Symptoms of neglect such as malnourishment
Unaddressed or chronic medical/dental issues or STIs
Close association with an overly controlling adult
Recovered at hotels, street tracks, strip clubs, or other locations where commercial sex is known to occur
Has a secret cell phone or apps providing multiple cellphone numbers
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In possession of material items inconsistent with the child’s access to money or socioeconomic status
Living out of suitcases, motels, in a car or other evidence of housing insecurity
In possession of bulk sexual paraphernalia such as condoms or lubricant
Unexplained access to large amounts of cash, pre-paid cards, or hotel keys
Tattoos or other branding, such as those indicating money or matching other known trafficking victims, or that the child is
reluctant to explain
References traveling to other cities or states while missing, or while their whereabouts were unknown
Drug abuse or frequent use of “party drugs” such as GHB, Rohypnol, Ketamine, MDMA (Ecstasy), or Methamphetamines
Behavioral Indicators
Chronically runs away from home (especially 3+ missing incidents)
Unexplained absences from school
Constantly sleeps during class
Stops engaging in activities they previously enjoyed
Abruptly disconnects from family and friends
Significant changes in behavior, including their online activity
Appears overly frightened, annoyed, resistant, or belligerent to authority figures
Avoids answering questions or lets others speak for them
Lies about age and identity or has a secret online profile
Uses language or emojis often associated with commercial sex such as “trick”, “the life”, or “the game”
References online escort ads or dating website
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Jan 2016
OST EYS
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MMIW and MMIM
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An overview of the
Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women
(MMIW) and Missing
and Murdered
Indigenous Men
(MMIM)

Statistically Speaking
INDIGENOUS WOMEN AND ASSAULT
Over the past couple of years, there has been federal legislation introduced in the U.S.
Congress to address the epidemic of missing, murdered, and trafficked Native
American women, girls, and Indigenous women. The crisis in Indian country has gained
recent attention due to the activism from Canada and the momentum into the U.S. The
legacy of colonialism and racism created demeaning stereotypes of Native American
women and girls. This dehumanization process solidified the invisibility and
disposability of Native American bodies. There has been a longstanding system that
did not prosecute cases of sexual assault and abuse: According to the Indian Law
Resource Center- “By their own account, between 2005 and 2009, U.S. attorneys
declined to prosecute 67% of the Indian country matters referred to them involving
sexual abuse and related matters. Even grimmer, due to the lack of law enforcement,
many of these crimes in Native communities are not even investigated.” The continuing
reports of abductions/murders, abuse, and trafficking of Native women and girls
represent one of the most horrific aspects of the spectrum of violence against Native
women and girls.

This discriminatory system perpetuated in the U.S., has allowed criminals and
perpetrators to go free while Native American women and children live for fear of their
lives on a daily basis. In fact, four out of five Native women and girls will endure
relationship violence and another one out of two will suffer from sexual abuse and
assault in her lifetime.
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Law enforcement,
journalists, and activists in
Indigenous communities—in
both the US and Canada—
have fought to bring
awareness to the connection
between sex trafficking,
sexual harassment, sexual
assault, and the indigenous
women who go missing and
turn up murdered.

Known Barriers to Justice
ALARMING REALITY

Nearly all MMIW
victims of sex
trafficking, also
experienced another
form of violence; nearly
half reported
experiencing domestic
violence or sexual
assault. 14 percent
were unsheltered and
14 percent died in
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custody.

A STUDY ON MMIW AND GIRLS FOUND THE
FOLLOWING BARRIERS TO JUSTICE

•

Jurisdictional complexity.

•

Law enforcement negligence and incapacity.

•

Gender violence by law enforcement.

•

Difficulty in accessing data.

•

Policy-making process is abusive to survivors.

Source for full study for information on this slide located https://2a840442-f49a45b0-b1a17531a7cd3d30.filesusr.com/ugd/6b33f7_27835308ecc84e5aae8ffbdb7f20403c.pd
f

Maggie’s House/TLP

Additional Resources:
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Questions?
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